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P R E FA C E. 



THIS little book is intended to meet a need for more 
thought in the reading-lessons of the youngest 
children. It has seemed to the author that instead of 
learning to read, children should read to learn from the 
beginning; that their thought should be centred not on 
words, but on ideas which the words convey, and that the 
learning of words should be wholly incidental. 

The following lessons are so constructed as to lead the 
children to observe the life about them. For this reason 
many questions have been asked and left unanswered, 
while the objects upon which these questions are based are 
those which are within the reach of every child. It is 
scarcely necessary to add that the object about which the 
children are reading must be in the schoolroom at the 
time of the lesson. 

In the early lessons on form, the children will classify as 
spheres, cubes, etc., many objects which really are o voids, 
ellipsoids, or square prisms ； and they should be allowed 
to do so until they have studied these modified forms. 

The author's experience has led her to know that chil- 
dren learn technical terms as easily as the most common 
words, when their meaning is perfectly understood. They 
should learn to spell these terms when they learn the 
terms, and the seat- work immediately following each 
lesson should always be the copying of these technical 
terms. The words selected will be found accompanying 
each lesson. 
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The author would here make grateful mention of many 
kind suggestions and criticisms received from Dr. Thomas 
M. Balliet during the preparation of this little volume. 

The following outline of a dictation for the folding of a 
paper cube may be found helpful in preparation for 
Lesson Five. 

Take a six-inch square of paper ； lay it on the desk with 
one edge toward you. This edge we call the front edge, 
the opposite edge we call the back edge. The one at the 
right hand is the right edge, and the one at the left hand 
is the left edge. 

Fold the front edge up one half an inch and leave it- 
Fold the right edge toward the left one half-inch and leave 
it. You now have a five-and-one-half-inch square. 

Fold the front edge upon the back edge, crease the fold 
and open the square. This crease gives you the horizon- 
tal diameter of your square. 

Fold the front edge to the horizontal diameter, crease 
the fold and open the square. Fold the back edge to the 
horizontal diameter, crease the fold and open the square. 
You now have three horizontal creases through your 
square. 

Fold the right edge upon the left edge, crease the fold 
and open the square. This crease gives you the vertical 
diameter of your square. 

Fold the left edge to the vertical diameter, crease the 
fold and open the square. Fold the right edge to the 
vertical diameter, crease the fold and open the square. 
Your square is now divided into sixteen smaller squares. 

With the scissors cut out the four squares lying to the 
left of the vertical diameter and back of the horizontal 
diameter. Next, cut out the front left-hand square and 
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the onQ lying at the right of it. Next, cut out the back 
right-hand square and the one lying in front of it. Lastly, 
cut out the front right-hand square. 

Your cube is now ready for pasting. The half inches 
folded back at first form flaps for pasting, and should go 
beneath the faces. 

In making the cube for the little doll's house, one side 
should be left open. 



Springfield, Mass. 

October, 1893. 
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" The authoress of The Little Pkudy Stories wouli be 
elected Aunty-laureate if the children Iiad an opportunity, for 
the wonderful books she writes for their amusement. She is 
the Dickens of the nursery, and we do not hesitate to say de- 
velops the rarest sort of genius in the specialty of depicting 
smart little children." 一 Hartford Post, 
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DOTTY GOING WEST. 



" * Please stop/ said Dotty faintly, and the boy came to her, elbowing. * I 
want some of that pop-corn so much ！ I could buy it if you ,d hold this baby 
till I put my hand in my pocket/ The youth laughed, but for the sake ol 
* making a trade ' set down his basket and took the 'enfant terrible.' There 
was an instant attack upon his hair, which was so long and straggling as U 
prove an easy prey to the enemy." 
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they were sick.'* 
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PENN SHIRLEY'S 
STORIES 

FOR THE LITTLE ONES 

Miss Penn Shirley is a veiy graceful interpreter of child-life. 
She thoroughly understands how to reach out to the tender chord 
of the little one's feelings, and to interest her in the noble life of 
her young companions. Her stories are full of bright lessons, 
but they do not take on the character of moralizing sermons. 
Her keen observation and ready sympathy teach her how to deal 
with the little ones in helping them to understand the lessons of 
life. Her stories are simple and unaifected. ― Boston Herald. 



THE LITTLE MISS WEEZY SERIES 

Three volumes Illustrated Boxed, each 75 cents 

LITTLE MISS WEEZY 

One of the freshest and most delightful, because the most 
natural of the stories of the year for children, is ** Little Miss 
Weezy," by Peiin Sliirloy. It relates the oddities, the mischief, 
the adventures, and the misadventures of a tiny two-year-old 
maiden, full of life and spirit, and capable of the most unex- 
pected freaks and pranks. The book is full of humor, and is 
written with a delicate sympathy with the feelings of children, 
which will make it pleasing to children and parents alike. 
Really good child literature is not over-plenty, despite the multi- 
tude of books that come daily from the press ； and it is pleasing 
to welcome a new author whose first volume, like this one of 
Penn Shirley, adds promise of future good work to actual present 
merit. 一 Boston Courier, 
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